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wireless internet routers

No strings aftached

our moter s a key pan ol your metwoerk, [§

r! allows the various computers and other deviees

on your LAN 1o use the intemet conneciion and

tn nccess shardd rezoorces, B nesds to be reliahle and not
gt in the woy of your work.

When the first routers hit the conoumer markef they
wene difficull 1o configure and aften nareliahle. BEehoni-
infl 0 “hamg™ mater was often a daily chore, Sde (e
# preat denl has changed with manofactorers addreising
ssues of wsability amd reliability. However. the techni-
ral standands to which they conform have alsa chamged
with some, such as the 802100 standard, g6l in drafl.

Purchasingl a router can be @ tricky buiiness. That's
possibly why many 15Ps offer mouters with their nter-
net coppection contracts, However, i vou’ne after some
specific featurss then you'll have to do some nesearch
and hit the stores,

Fast Ethernet versus Gigabit. Sin by look-
Ing &t the natuee of e ltemet connectbon, IF you'me
an ADSL wser then o combined modem{roater might be
i o jilen. 10s one less povwer suppily o connect (o the
wall mnd may make the Initlal set up a litle easier, We'd
recammedd that you look for s unit thst suppans ADSL
24, Even If wou're not currently using that level of
service o'l be future peoaled 7 or when you dechde
in npgrade your service.

Wired contections ise & standard calbed Ethernet, The
eartiest stnndard supported connections of 10Mbps and
wiis hoosted to 100Mbps & few years later. All roiters
on the markel (oday suppor at least 100100 eonnes-
Hons These are sometiaies crlled “Fasl Etherniet? Oher
fhe losi 12 months ar se, domestic mowlems hove staried
appearing that support Gigahit Ethernet, or 1004 bpes, 1

you're In the business of moving large files within your
network, gigabit Eiherner routers can affer signifhcanly
Faster file transfers.

Cutting the wirés., Where home networking  gets
irfcky i with wircles connections, or WIFL Wireless
petworks. can irapsmil deta over elther the L4GHz or
SliHz frequency bands. The orginal WiFl stamdani
BOE 1B, uses 2.40He, a5 does the lnfer BOE g BOL 1B
can send data 5t o mted mazimum afl 1IMBps & a mnge
of abaul 30 metnes (with no walls or aiber interfenence)
Eowbers that suppart HOE 1L g are backwards compatible
wilh “b" devioes but ean move data at 54Mbgs (provided
all devioess an the serwark use BO2.11g)

Between the releases of “b” and "g came 8032114
I uses the 5GHz frequency and can trnsmit data an a
rled maximum ol S4Mbps. lis advaniage B that ihe
EGHz Frequency s less congested than 2 4GH2. However,
by thee time B0 110 wos neloased, BOE 1D was so previ-
bend that it mewver garmensd moch market share.

More recenthy, the BO2. 100 standand came into play. The
IEEE hasn't yei mtificd the final sersion of this standand
Bt the hardwane thad will suppon B0 1n is wettled so
the fmal versbon of the standard should be supported
by a simple fomware upgrade fo your rouler, B0 000
supports both the L4Ghe or SGHz frequency bands o
it"s hackwards compatible will all the previous standamds,
Heowesver, not every router comes with mdio transmitters
for Both frequencics. That means you con buy an B2 lln
compliant router thot anly suppars 2,4GH2

I‘J'thur hf‘lﬂ. Finally, there are wome ather feafare o
lnok at. Many roafers include o USHE port for sharing
cither printers ar hanl disks. However, if you've gof a
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multifuncticn prnter. the sanning fundions aren’y
Hiely 10 be suppored through the mouter, (oS, of Cuality
af Service, allows walhic on your LAN o be prioduised. 11
wiri’re using VaolP, this can be wsed (o enswne that ploae
call quality sa't diminkshel when you're dovwnlosling
targe Nles through your Intemet connection,

One afl the challenges with routers s that there e
so many o cheose from, Baher thun compare half a
dozen similar devioss we'se gane Tor a slighily differeni
approach aml will ry o cover a omss section of the
router market, Each of the aalis in our mogues gallery
dbelivers i dilferent balamee of features and performance:
The routers we've chosen will suppon the needs of a
diverse population as, in our cxpericnce, thee's no one
mouter that s perfect for everyone.
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The Max. NewaTechnology docsn’t have a netail pres-
ence in Australia but that kasn't stopped i8 fram seeing us
as 0 worthwhile market. The MAXPower i o conpetent.
i wnspectacular, router that meay not Hght up the world
i the spec sheet but, even allowing lor overicas shipping
fior deliver from the US, defivers good bang for buck.

Setup is o very simple affair. We connected an Opfus-
Met Cable service to the MAXPower directly and had
o wmh.ing Intemet connection in seconds. The actual
unkt can be cither sat fiat on its base or, using the sup-
plied stamil. placed upright. This is handy if you want 1o
meiluce the MAXPower's fosiprint. i can also easily be
wall mounted with o couple of screws. One thing (o note
is that the MAXPower doesn’t ship with a localised pow-
or plug. The power supply can deal with 240 but you'll
need an adaptor go plug i inko an Australian autlet,

Changing copfigumtion options was simpe using
weh heowser althouh we did find that some of the U1
acripts wied by the set wp tool Faflled when used with
Safarl. We found Firefox 3 a far more reliable hoowser
with the MAXPower,

The MAXPower has four wired connections that ane
limired o the 10/ 100 Fast Etermnet standard. While power
isers might bypass the MAXPower for that reason, most
hoae users, partlculary IF shopplng for an Inexpensive
solutban, won't be oo phesed by this. In oar festkng, we
i’ Qi that the 100100 conmoction mele o aneboeable
differvoce In the rettieval of c-mull or web pages. Moviag
large il between maching o the network was slower
than with Gigahit roatcrs bat tat was o be cxpocted.

Wircless support is limited 1o the 240Hz band with the
meosd recent dradt of 0021 in supported & well as the older
“b” and “g" stondands. What mstoundod us wias the MAX-
Power's incredible mage. We'ne used 1o having manafie-
turers boast af their superion wirclss rmnge bar the MAX-
Power lved up to the cdalm. We malntained o full ssreagth
signal o our MacBook Pro al 40 melers through 3 single
wall, Connectivity dropped away very sharply from that
point but this is the fint rowter we've tested that managed
1o meaintain a solid conpection at that distinee
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